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Meeting of the Learning Network (LN) on ESF TNC 2014-2020
16 and 17 September 2013, BXL
Draft Agenda

Chair – Czech Republic

This agenda covers the issues relevant to TNC 2014-2020 which remain open after the LN’s first 2 meetings of 2013. Indicative timings are given per agenda heading; lunch will be taken at a suitable moment, as agreed amongst participants. The agenda is to be read in conjunction with the attachments; references are included.
1 Introduction (10:00, 16/9/13)
· Comments/agreement on draft agenda

· Comments/agreement on minutes lf LN meeting of 6 and 7 June 2013

2 LN modalities and activities (10:10)
· Brief explanation of the state of play with regard to the LN, including 1) signature, 2) Inception Report, 3) quarterly Monitoring Reports, 4) subsidiary service contracts (TA, internet presence, on-going evaluation)
· Discussion and agreement on what documents are to be prepared/actions taken for meetings of 1) the ESF Committee (26 September in Vilnius); 2) the Ad-hoc Group (some time in autumn)
3 general issues related to TNC 2014-2020 (11:00)
· Update on any relevant developments with regard to the new ESF Regulation (EC)
· Aligning TNC dedicated priorities with the OP format required by the EC (e.g. the need to assign amount per investment priority; what could be included for results) (EC, CZ, PL)

· Progress on EC TA for the Common Framework (EC)

4 Draft Rules of Procedure (RoP) for the common Framework (12:00)
· Plans for final submission and division of information between RoP and explanatory note

· Explanation of structure and new information included (overview, interim review)
· General discussion and comments
· Including administrative reform and capacity building as a common theme?
· Thematic concentration to be mentioned?

· EC invitation to participated in the Common Framework before 1 coordinated call is ready?
· Thematic Networks to direct EC TA with regard to dissemination and mainstreaming?

· Final term for the TNC Advisory Group?
· How to take account of the LN performing the tasks of the TNC Advisory Group in 2014?

· Definition of the content of 1st coordinated call if Thematic Networks are not up and running?

· Parameters for coordinated calls to be binding or possibility of exceptions to be left open?
· Possibilities for MAs/IBs following a single stage selection procedure to align with RoP?

· Modalities for deciding on project promoters invited to partner search events?
· Contingency plans for quality project proposals which fail to find partners?
· How to formalise TNC partnerships effectively and efficiently?

· How to take account of the text in the ESF Regulation on common approaches to M and E?

· Need for “robust” evaluation of TNC in order to demonstrate its added value?
· Inclusion of a more detailed implementation schedule for the 1st half of the programming period?

5 Draft paper on TNC post 2013 for the ESF Committee meeting (10:00, 17/9/13)
· General discussion and comments

6 Remaining issues (13:00)
· Discussion on whether the indicative timetable for coordinated calls needs to be revised
· Parameters for coordinated calls – next steps in light of the indicative timetable
· EU-wide partner search database – progress on specifications
· Flexible approach – any additional decisions on involvement of EU-level platform bodies
7 A.O.B. (16:00)

· Next meeting
Attachments
1. Rules of Procedure for the Common Framework - draft
2. Paper on TNC post 2013 for the ESF Committee meeting of 26 September - draft
� For example, will all MSs which elect to participate in the Common Framework have to attend TNC AG meetings, and, if so, what about their travel costs; and if they do not attend, what authority will decisions of the LN have in fact?


� If proposals already identify TNC partnerships, what is the point of uploading information to the database and attending partner search events?


� In particular with regard to 1) project promoters coordinating activities and budgets after an initial contract has been signed and 2) rationalising procedures across jurisdictions (ideally 1 document should be concluded to formalise a partnership rather than 1 for each MA/IB involved)


� “In addition, the Commission shall develop a coordinated implementation framework, including common eligibility criteria, types and timing of actions, and common methodological approaches for monitoring and evaluation, with a view to facilitating transnational cooperation.”





1[image: image2.png]With support from the European Union - European Social Fund and state budget of the Czech Republic
www.transnationality.eu



 of 2

